Instructions for the Initial Application
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for Valuation of Land at Its Current Agricultural Use

Goneral Information.and Filing Regquiremanits C

This appllcation is to be used by the landownher to file for the Currant Agri-
cultural Use Value (CAUV) program pursuant to Ohioc Revised Code seclion
5713.31, Undar this program, the taxes on qualified land are based on {he

agricultural use of fand Instead of its development potentlal. Only “fand

devotad exclusively to agriculiural use” may quallfy. If the property falls

to meet the quailificatlons at any time or tha owner withdraws from:

the program, a penalty will be charged equal to the tax savings over
the prior three years.

The owner Includes, buils not imiled to, any person owning a fee simple, fee
tall, life 6state interest or a buyer on a land Instatiment contract. A separate

appllcation must be filed for each farm, which Includes all portions of land

that are worked as a single unit within the same county. Although the lracts, |

lois or parcels that comprise a farm do not need 1o be adlacent, they must
have Identlcal ownershlp

Tlme and Place of Flllng Ap;ﬁlcation

The Initial application for the current tax year must be ftled wllh me couniy

auditor's office after the first Monday In January and before the first Monday
in March. “Filed” means received by the auditor’s office, not postmarked by
the due date. The only excepticn to this deadline occurs during a reappraisal
or update year. If the market value of the tand increases during the revalu-
ation and the auditor has not advertised the completion of the revaluallon
or notified the owner of iha increase prior to the first Monday in March of
the revaluation year, the applicalion may be filed anytime before the first
Monday In March of the following year.

if there Is a transfer of CAUV acreage during the year, the acreage contin-
ues in the program I it ineels the use lesl and alther the new owner files
an Initial application or the previous owner has filed a renewal application
mesting the fiting deadlines.

Elgibillty Requirements for Land Devoted Exclusively to Agricul-
turat Use

Curront Agrlcu[tural Use

Ohlo Revised Code section 5713.30(A) contains the stalutory definition of
land devoted exclusively to agricultural use, Qualifled land devoted exclu-
slvely to agricuitural use means land used for cormercial agricultural acliv-
ity, which Is limited to the following aclivities: commarclial animat or pouliry
husbandry, algaculture, aquaculture, aplculiure, the commerclal production
of imber, field arops, lobacce, frulls, vegetables, nursery stock, ornamental
trees, sod or flowers and certain timber not grown for commerciat purposes,

Qualified fand includes land devoted fo biodiesel production, blomass en-
ergy production, eleclrlc or heaf energy production, and biclogically derived
melhane gas production if the land on which the production facility is localed

is contiguous to or part of a parcel of land under commoi ownership thatis |

ofherwise devoted exclusively to agricultural use, provided that at least 50%
of the feedstock used in the production was derived from parcels of land
under common ownership or leasehold. Agricultural use excludes procaessing
faciitles and planis such as grain elevators, sfaughtering plants and wineries.

Land devoted to agdculivral use Includes parcels or postions of parcels that
are used for conservation practices if # comprises 25% or less of the total
land qualifylng for CAUV. Conservation praclices are used to abate soit ero-
ston required In the management of the farm and Include, grass waterways,
tarraces, filter strips, field borders, windbreaks, riparian buffers, wellands,
ponds and covar crops for that purpose.

Land devoted to conservation practices or enrolled In a federal land retire-
ment or conservation program under an agreement with an agency of the
federal government is valued at the lowest value of all soil iypes beginning
with the tax year the county completes a schedtiled couniywide revaluation
for 2017 or thereafter (R.C, 5713.31). The land must be enrolled as of the

and described on the initlal application.
If a county auditor dlscovers that the farmiand ceases to be used for those
purposes sooner than 36 months after the inifial certificallon, the county
auditor must recoup an amount equal 1o the extra tax savings for the most
recent one or lwo preceding years that the land was valuad at the lowest
valued soil iype (R.C. 5713.34).

* Lines 1 and 2

* Line 8

- *Qualifying Acreage

Qualifying acreage Is the number of acres that meet the definition of agri-
cultural use, To quallfy for CAUY, land at least ten acres in size must have
been devoted exclusively to commaerclal agricultural use during the three
years prior to the year In which the CAUV application Is filed. With certain
exceplions, land less than ten acres must meet the same requirements and
have earned a minimum average yearly gross Income of $2,500 from the
sale of products ralsed on the Iand during the three years priof to the filing
of the application, If aclual income figures are unavailable for the three-year
waiting pariod, avidence of anticipated qualifying Income may be submitted.

Other qualifylng acreage inciudes land recelving compensation for land

retlrement or conservation programs under an agreement with the federal
government,

Noncommerclial Woodland

" 'Qualifying acreage Inctudes the growih of fimber for a noncommercial pur-

pose if the woodland is part of a farm with ten or more otherwise qualifying
acres. The woodlands must be adlacent to or part of a qualifying parcel.

Agrltourlsm
Agritourism on qualifying fand does not disqualify that land from CAUV,
Agritourlsm, as defined In Ohio Revised Code sectlon 801.80(A)(2), means

"an agriculurally related educational, entertainment, historical, cultural or rec-

reallonat activity, Including yoti-pick operations or farm markets, conducted
on a farm that atlows or Invites members of the general publlc to observe,
participate in or enjoy that activity.

Mixed Use Parcels ‘

Some applicants may own mixed-use parcels where only a portion of {ha land
is qualified for the program. These parcels may be enrdlled In the program
if the areas are independently qualified under the CAUV guldelines and are
appropriately idemuﬁed to the audnor S

Instructtons for Appllcant

Show the name and address of the property's legal
owner.

List the parcel number(s) as shown on the most recent
{ax statements. Show the tofal number of acres. Use an
“atlached sheet If necessary to list all parcels included
in the farm,

Line 3

if the farmed acreage used exclusively for commercial
agriculture procduction Is lggs than ten acres, provide
the number of bushels or tons per acre by crop, the

. price par bushel or ton and the gross income for the
‘last three years, Afttach verification of gross incoma for
the last three years. if tap Or More agies are farmed,
‘provide the number of acres and land use for the last
3 years {firsl three columns). Please do not attach
documentation of income if the farm has {en or morg
acres used for agricultural produclion,

Line 4

List the acreage in each crop or Jand use anlicipated
for the current year. If the type of crop, livestock or live-

- stock product Is notlisted, specify the lype under “Other
crops” or "Other use.” If enrolled In a land retirement
or conservation program, attach a copy of the contract
and a map showing the boundaries.

If used for conservalion practices (25% or less of
\otal qualilying 1and), explain {on an atlachment fo
this application) how the practices abate soll ereslon
In the farming operation. Atlach a map showing the
boundaries of the conservation practices.



