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Table 4  
 Minimum Setback Distances for the Application of Manure and Other Organic By Products 5/, 6/  
Type of Sensitive - 
Setback Area Setbacks Based on Methods of Manure Application 

 Surface Application 
 

Winter Application 
Frozen or Snow 
Covered Soils 7/ 

Surface Incorporation 
W/I 24 Hours OR 
Direct Injection 

Residences / Private Wells 
down slope from the 
application area. 

100 ft.  200 ft. 100 ft. 

- Sinkholes 300 ft. 100 ft. 

- Pond or Lake 

- 35ft. Vegetative Barrier 
1/, with the remaining 100 
ft.  setback in non-
vegetative Setback 2/  

- 35ft. Vegetative Barrier 1/, 
with the remaining 200 ft.  
setback in non-vegetative 
Setback 2/ 

- 35ft. Vegetative Barrier 1/ 

- Streams 
- Ditches 
- Surface Inlets 
 
 

- 35ft. Vegetative Barrier 
1/, OR 
- 100 ft.  setback in non-
vegetative Setback, OR 
- 35 ft. in non-vegetative 
setback 3/ 

200 ft. None 

Grassed Waterway  35 ft. 200 ft. None 
Field Surface Drains  35 ft. 4/ 200 ft. None 
Public Wells 300 ft. 300 ft. 100 ft. 
Developed Springs 300 ft. upslope 300 ft. upslope 300 ft. upslope 
Public Surface Drinking 
Water Intake 300 ft. 300 ft. 300 ft. 

1/ Permanent vegetation consisting of grass, grass/legume mix, trees/shrubs, or trees/shrubs and grass/legumes.  Measured from 
top of bank. 
2/ Includes 100 ft. total setback.  The setback must include a minimum of 35 ft. of vegetative cover from top of bank with the 
remainder of the 100 feet with no vegetative requirement. The setback is measured  from the top of bank. 
3/ Applies if the manure application area has at least 50% vegetation/residue cover at the time of application. 

4/ No setback required for field surface drains if the Additional Criteria to Protect Water Quality, Item 5 is 
applied from this standard. 
5/ CAFO’s must follow the setbacks defined in the Ohio Department of Agriculture (ODA) rules regarding manure application. See 
Table 5 – ODA Setbacks - Appendix A Table 1 of rule 901:10-1-14: Land Application Restrictions and Setbacks 
6/ Excludes sludge that is regulated by the Ohio Environmental Protection Agency (OEPA) and septage regulated by the Ohio 
Department of Health. 

7/ See Additional Criteria to Protect Water Quality, Item 7, for the special manure application criteria on 
frozen and snow covered fields. 


